Course Objectives

I. Upon completion of the course the student will be able to:

1. Identify the members of the dental health team and describe the responsibilities of each
member.

2. Identify and describe the dental office setting, including a review of equipment
commonly found in treatment areas

3. Describe and discuss the ethics and jurisprudence associated with being a dental
assistant

. Discuss applied psychology used in a dental setting

. Listand describe communication skills needed in a dental setting

. Identify and describe teeth and supporting tissues

. Listand describe the assistant’s role while assisting with soft tissue oral examination
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. Listand describe the assistant’s role while assisting with dental charting

9. Describe and discuss the microbiology associated with the dental setting

10. Describe and discuss the dental assistant’s role pertaining to oral pathology

11. To identify and describe the use and care of various dental materials

12. Listand describe the dental assistant’s role in preventive dentistry

13. Identify and discuss methods of disease transmission and infection control

14. Describe the dental assistant’s role with special needs and disabled patients

15. Identify and discuss medical emergencies that may occurin a dental setting and how
to manage them

16. Describe the use of pharmacology and pain control

17. ldentify and describe the purpose and use of dental instruments

18. Describe and demonstrate the dental assistant’s role in delivering dental care and
moisture control during a dental appointment

19. Discuss the proper use and method for using the dentaldam

20. Describe and demonstrate the dental assistant’s role in oral diagnosis and treatment
planning

21. Define and discuss what is meant by general dentistry and restorations and describe
the dental assistant’s role

22. Define and discuss what is meant by pediatric Dentistry and describe the dental
assistant’srole

23. Define and discuss what is meant by orthodontics and describe the dental assistant’s
role

24. Define and discuss what is meant by periodontics and describe the dental assistant’s
role

25. Define and discuss what is meant by endodontics and describe the dental assistant’s
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. Define and discuss what is meant by fixed prosthodontics and describe the dental

assistant’s role
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. Define and discuss what is meant by removable prosthodontics and describe the

dental assistant’s role
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. Define and discuss what is meant by oral surgery and describe the dental assistant’s
e

Il. The student upon completion of the program content will be able to describe, discuss,

and demonstrate the dental assistant’s role in the following dental assisting skills and
functions:

1. Maintaining patient treatment records

2. Reviewing and recording medical and dental histories

3. Taking and recording vital signs

4. Seating and dismissing patients

5. Preparing tray set-ups for operative procedures

6. Managing infection and hazard control protocols consistent with current guidelines
7. Operating oral evacuation systems and air/water syringes

8. Maintaining a clear field of vision including various isolation techniques
9. Performing a variety of instrument transfers

10. Utilizing appropriate chairside assistant ergonomics

11. Providing patient preventive education and oral hygiene instruction
12. Identifying and responding to medical and dental emergencies

13. Providing pre-and post-operative instructions prescribed by a dentist
14. Applying topical anesthetic and desensitizing agents

15. Placing and removing a rubber dental dam

16. Applying fluoride agents

17. Applying bases, liners, and bonding agents

18. Fabricating, placing, and removing provisional restorations

19. Placing and selecting matrix retainers, matrix bands, and wedges

20. Removing excess cement

21. Fabricating bleaching trays, mouth guards, and custom trays

22. Taking preliminary impressions (alginate impressions)

23. Placing and removing retraction materials

24. Removing sutures

25. Performing pulp vitality tests



26. Placing and removing the periodontal dressing
27. Performing orthodontic functions as stated in Rule 0460-04-.08

lll. The certification course shall admit only those registered dental assistants who
are currently registered pursuant to Rule 0460-04-.01 (2). It is the responsibility of the
course owner/director to ensure that only currently registered dental assistants are
admitted to the course.

The dental radiology portion of the RDA program includes instruction in all the following
subject matters:
1. Expose and evaluate
a. Select appropriate radiographic technique.
b. Select an appropriate radiographic film to examine, view, or survey conditions, teeth, or
landmarks.
c. Select appropriate equipment for radiographic techniques
d. Select patient management techniques before, during, and after radiographic
exposures.

. Radiation Safety

. Patient

. Operator

. Identify exposure errors and ways to avoid these errors in future exposures.
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3. Quality Assurance
a
b. Identify processing errors and ways to avoid these errors.
C

. Correctly mountand label radiographs for diagnostic assessment



